Appendix A: Students’ handouts.
Students’ handouts 1: Historical outline.

	Historical background:

Period 1973-1976 (The return of Peronism):

· Right and left wings (Montoneros –Peronists-, ERP –Marxists-) struggles, and illegal repression (AAA: Triple A) by the government through the military.

· Social and economic crisis.

Period 1976-1983 (Military dictatorship: state terrorism and economic concentration):

· Military coup (named by the Military Government: Process of National Reorganization): March 24, 1976.

· Dissolution of National Congress, provincial legislatures, change the composition of the Supreme Court of Justice, annulations of the division of powers of the republican system, suppression of civil rights, public liberties, annulations of the constitutional guarantees, control of the mass media communication, disarticulation of the syndicates.

· Implementation of the terrorism of state, disarticulating the civil society by institutional violence, through clandestine structures, repression (e.g. kidnapping, torture, detain and make people disappear (named “desaparecidos”), concealing of information, destruction of evidence, creation of a fear climate in society: paralysis, confusion).  

· 30 April 1977: First meeting of The Association of Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo (movement on the defense of detained and disappeared sons and daughters, and the human rights).

Period from 1983 until present (Period of Democracy):

Presidency of Raúl R. Alfonsín (1983-1989):

· 1984: Argentina’s National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons (CONADEP): The official report (Nunca Mas [Never More]) officially states 8,920 cases of disappeared persons, reported in 50,000 pages of original testimonies. The cause of the repression responds not to ‘excesses’ or ‘mistakes’ committed by the military government, but to a ‘systematic plan’ organized by it.
· Law of ‘Final Point’ (Punto Final): December 31, 1986: law that fixed 30 days as a maximum to present judicial causes against illegal repression. Three hundred officials were processed.

· Law of ‘Due Obedience’ (Obediencia Debida): May 13, 1987: law that justified the orders and the due obedience of the military officials’ action.

Presidency of Carlos S. Menem (1989-1999):

· October 8, 1989: First ‘Indult’ to the military officials.

· December 1989: Second ‘Indult’ to the military junta and guerrilla members. Both indult laws respond to the ‘theory of the two demons’.  With this, the guerrillas and the military share the responsibilities of the ‘years of lead’.

Presidency of Néstor Kirchner (2003-cont.):

· June 15, 2005: Amnesty of the ‘pardon laws’: declaration of the laws ‘Final Point’ and ‘Due Obedience’ as unconstitutional.
· Argentina Forensic Anthropology Team -AEEF -: Non governmental entity for the last twenty-one years, have been recovering the remains of the disappeared persons during the dirty war.

References: 

1. Alonso, M.E. et al. (2003). Ciencias Sociales 9 [Social Sciences 9], pp. 141-171, Buenos Aires: Aique Grupo Editor (translation from Spanish into English by the author of the present study. Thanks are due to Mr. Jason Umlah for the proofreading of the translations).

2. Argentina’s National Commission on Disappeared People (CONADEP). (1986). Nunca mas [Never More], London; Boston: Faber and Faber. (Translation from the Spanish version by the author of the present paper). 
3. Argentina Forensic Anthropology Team –EAAF- Comunicado del EAAF: Identificaron los restos de la fundadora de Madres de Plaza de Mayo [Communiqué of EAAF: Identification of the remains of the founder of Mothers of Plaza de Mayo], Retrieved 8 July, 2005, from http://www.adiuc.org/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=380, 18:04 PM.


Students’ handouts 2: Documents analysis.

Student 1:

	Testimonies 1: Association of Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo.

1.1) Association of Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo background.

“The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo [Asociación Madres de Plaza de Mayo] is an association of Argentine mothers whose children “disappeared” under the military dictatorship of the 1970’s. The Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo is a unique organization of Argentine women who have become human rights activists in order to achieve a common goal. For the past 28 years, the Mothers have united under two collective aims: first, that if they were born again from their children and, second, that they are all mothers of victims of repression in Argentina. The Mothers Association was formed after their children were arrested and then tortured and (frequently) killed. Their children were abducted by agents of the Argentine government during the years known as the Dirty War (1976–1983). The military now admits that over 9,000 of those kidnapped are still unaccounted for, but the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo say that the number is closer to 30,000. The numbers are hard to determine due to the secrecy surrounding the abductions. In later years, the association has become more persistent, demanding answers from the government as to where their missing children were. In opposing the government’s agenda, the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo began to see themselves as inheritors of their children’s dreams and responsible for carrying forward their children’s work. They do not doubt the fact that their children disappeared, and they are aware that the majority of them faced vicious torture and most of them were ultimately murdered. Nevertheless, they are refusing any reparations offered by the government as compensation for their children’s absence. Many still maintain that they will not recognize the deaths until the government admits its fault and its connection to the dirty war and its systematic forced disappearances. After the military gave up its authority to a civilian government (1983), the hopes of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo have continued to improve. They hope to make the most of the new government’s efforts to help find answers to the kidnappings that took place during the dirty war years. Three of the founders of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo also “disappeared”, and in July, 2005 their identification was recovered by the AEEF Team 1”.
References: 

 Fernandez Moores, L. (2005). Emotivo homenaje a Azucena Villaflor y a otras dos Madres de Plaza de Mayo [Emotive homage to Azucena Villaflor and to another two Mothers of Plaza de Mayo]. In: http://www.clarin.com/diario/2005/07/25/elpais/p-01001.htm, Buenos Aires: Clarin. (Translation from the Spanish version by the author of the present study).

Mothers of Plaza de Mayo Home page. Retrieved July 2005, from http://www.madres.org
1.2) Disappearances of persons connected to the Mother’s Group.

Letter sent to the Ambassador of the United States Government from F. A. Harris as a Memorandum, Argentina Project (S200000044), U.S. Dept. of State, BBQ23, 13 December, 1977)

“Careaga, Esther Ballestrino de; Bianco, Maria Ponce de; Oviedo, Patricia; Bulit, Raquel; Hermana Alicia (French nun), Fondevillo, Julio; Elbat, Horacio Anibal; Orani, Eduardo Gabriel; Niño, Gustavo (may have been taken later); Mastrogiacomo, Martin; Arquitecto y Sra. (names unknown), Angela (LNU), Clotilde (LNU). These people were taken by unidentified men in front of Santa Cruz Church on December 8th, presumably by members of the Argentine Security Force. (---) The following people are also reported missing: Berardo, Remo Carlos – taken on December 8th, at 7:30 pm. from his house in La Boca. De Vicenti, Azucena Villaflor de – taken December 10th from the street in front of her home in B.A.”
Reference: 

United States Government, Harris F. A., Memorandum, Argentina Project (S200000044), U.S. Dept. of State, 13 December, 1977. Retrieved July 2005, from http://www.descalificados.com.ar
1.3) Kidnapped of relatives in the Santa Cruz Church.

(Testimony of Silvia Labayru – File Number 6838).

“The official Alfredo Astiz (a) ‘Angel’ or ‘Rubio’ or ‘Cuervo’ or ‘Eduardo Escudero’ at that time Lieutenant of the Navy, had some experience in infiltrating human rights organizations. Maybe because of this they assigned him to this task at the end of 1977. Between October and November 1977, Astiz started to attend public mass, acts and meetings that at that time were being started by the relatives of the people who disappeared, using the pseudonym of Gustavo Niño. He pretended to be the brother of a real person who had disappeared. From the Group of Intelligence that commandant the activities of the G.T.*, emerges the initiative that Astiz has been start accompanying in some occasions with one kidnapped girl, for increasing the credibility of his labor. Then it have happened the necessity of participating on Thursdays to the Plaza de Mayo, where the relatives of the people who disappeared meet. In one of these occasions the Federal Police intervened and disturbed the normal functioning of the march, so Astiz confronted them in defense of the Mothers. This event was done deliberately by him to make him more appealing to the relatives. After, the kidnapped person that until this moment had accompanied Astiz (Niño) was replaced by me… (…) This choice was made because I had a similar physical aspect and was of the appropriate age to be a younger sister of Astiz, and because the other person was the wife of a well-known political leader and could be identified. Using me did not hold that risk. I went with Astiz once to the Plaza de Mayo and to two or three meetings at Santa Cruz Church. The last and fourth time that I participated in one particular address in La Boca neighborhood, had decided previously that their participants would be kidnapped. This process was part of the other four that would be done between December 8th and 10th. They were: the kidnapping of a group meeting in the Santa Cruz Church; the kidnapping of the attendants in one date established in a pub of the corners of Belgrano Avenue and Paseo Colon Avenue; the subsequent kidnapping of Mrs. Azucena Villaflor de De Vicenti, founder of the group ‘Mothers of Plaza de Mayo’ outside her address; and lastly, the kidnapping of one of the nuns, Leonie Duquet, at the same address that she shared with Alice Domon, kidnapped before in La Boca neighborhood. (…) Hours before I been brought by Astiz to this meeting in La Boca I knew that I would have to go along and pretend that I was being kidnapped. Also they told me that there would be other kidnappings in the group that meet at the Santa Cruz Church. Among the personnel of the group that participated in La Boca was the official of operations, G.T. Lieutenant of the Navy (a) ‘Pantera’; a major of the Army Juan Carlos Coronel (a) ‘Maco’ and the Lieutenant of the Navy (a) ‘Norberto’. The twelve people were lodged in ‘capucha’ for a few days, and after they were transferred. During that time they were taken to the basement where they were interrogated and tortured by the Captain Acosta, Antonio Pernía, the Major Colonel, the Lieutenant Schelling or Scheller (a) ‘Pingüino’ and the Sub prefect (a) ‘Selva’ ”.
Note: * Task Group (Grupo de Tareas –G.T.-), name used by the army to call the operations of kidnapping and torture).

Reference: Argentina’s National Commission on Disappeared People (CONADEP). (1986). Nunca mas [Never more], pp. 135-136, London; Boston: Faber and Faber. 
1.3) U.S. Department of State: Unclassified document about the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo kidnapping.

“The source stated that the Federal Security Service and, to the best of his knowledge, the Army, were not involved in the sequestering (kidnapping) of the Plaza de Mayo Mothers or of the two French nuns. (…) The kidnapping of the Mothers and Nuns just prior to Christmas holidays would undermine Videla’s “Peace by Christmas” position and hold him up to international ridicule. Also, it would weaken his position as president and leader of the government in Argentina. (…) Sources stated it would be impossible for the Army or any elements of the Army to have committed this operation without the president finding out about it within a day. The source stated that the operation against the mothers and nuns is the most serious problem the government has been forced to face in a long time. There is an enormous amount of dissatisfaction among the military and security services concerning this situation”.

Reference: U.S. Department of State: Argentina Project (S200000044). Kelly, R. J. Declassified document in full (unclassified), 19 December 1977. Retrieved July 2005, from http://www.descalificados.com.ar
1.5) Argentina Forensic Anthropologic Team –AEEE-.

(Communiqué, July 2005).
(“In November of 2004 the Argentina Forensic Anthropologic Team –AEEE-, a non-governmental entity that for 21 years has been searching for information concerning people who disappeared in Argentina and other parts of the world, required through the National Chamber of the Appellations in the Federal Criminal and Correctional of the Capital a comparison of fingertips between the skill 90/77 pendent of resolution, corresponding to a body that was found in the beaches of the Municipio Urbano de la Costa- General Lavalle, Buenos Aires Province, and of a person who disappeared in December of 1977, being the result positive.)  Rewrite this sentence. It’s way too long, and so it’s confusing. Investigating the books of the General Lavalle Cemetery verified their inhumation and of five more people, whose bodies appeared on the beaches between the 20th and 29th of December 1977. Counting with this identification, the group of researchers worked with the hypothesis that these six people would be victims of the same aerial transferences.* With the order of the National Appellation Chamber in the Federal Criminal and Correctional of Capital, on the 16th and 17th of December 2004 and on the 4th of January 2005, members of the EAAF made the exhumation of the above-mentioned bodies. A laboratory analysis was performed and with these results, it was concluded that the remains found at the seashore would belong to a group of relatives kidnapped between the 8th and 10th of December 1977. Blood tests were requested of the surviving relatives to confirm a family match. Those blood tests and bones’ exemplars of the skeletons were sent to the Laboratorio de Inmunogenética y Diagnóstico Molecular (LIDMO), directed by Dr. Carlos Vullo in Córdoba, for their analysis. Using this method, the anthropologic and genetic data (ADN) confirmed the following identifications: Ester Ballestrino de Careaga, kidnapped December 8, 1977 in the Santa Cruz Church and identified by ADN April 16, 2005; Maria Eugenia Ponce de Blanco, kidnapped December 8, 1977 in the Santa Cruz Church and identified as ADN April 16, 2005; and Azucena Villaflor de De Vincenti, kidnapped on December 10, 1977 in Sarandi, and identified by ADN in May 13, 2005”.
Note: 
* “Aerial transferences” means that the disappeared people were injected, gagged, transferred from the clandestine centers of detention, placed in airplanes and thrown to the sea, river, lagoon or lake, while still alive. 

Reference: Argentina Forensic Anthropology Team –EAAF- Comunicado del EAAF: Identificaron los restos de la fundadora de Madres de Plaza de Mayo [Communiqué of EAAF: Identification of the remains of the founder of Mothers of Plaza de Mayo], Retrieved 8 July, 2005, from http://www.adiuc.org/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=380, 18:04 PM. 
1.6) Mothers of Plaza de Mayo Homage (24 July 2005).

“Azucena Villaflor de De Vincenti, Maria Ponce de Bianco and Esther Ballestrino de Careaga are dead, but their bodies have been discovered. Since yesterday, their remains (…) rest in the garden of the church that protected them when they started searching for their sons, who had been kidnapped by the military dictatorship that was installed by the government on March 24,1976. (…) The remains of the three mothers were identified by the Argentina Forensic Anthropologic Team –AEEF- during the past April and May. They integrated a larger group, twelve persons in total, kidnapped after meeting them at Santa Cruz Church or outside their houses, between the 8th and 10th of December 1977. In this group of people who were kidnapped were also the French nuns Alice Domon and Leonie Duquet. All of them were marked by the repressor Alfredo Astiz, who infiltrated the group by pretending to be a relative of a person who had disappeared. The remains of those three mothers appeared with the other four persons’ remains –presumably of the same group- on the seashore of Santa Teresita a few weeks later after having been killed. They were victims of the “flights of death”. This means they were thrown to the sea from naval planes, while drugged and still alive. Their remains were later deposited as NN [not identified] in the General Lavalle Cemetery. (…) 
Reference: Fernández Moores, L. (2005). Emotivo homenaje a Azucena Villaflor y a otras dos Madres de Plaza de Mayo [Emotive homage to Azucena Villaflor and to another two Mothers of Plaza de Mayo], Buenos Aires: Clarín. Retrieved 24 July, 2005, from http://www.clarin.com/diario/2005/07/25/elpais/p-01001.htm 


Student 2:

	Testimonies 2: Military Junta.

2.1) Testimony of General Jorge R. Videla

(24 March 1977, one-year balance of the military government).
“Total crisis in March 1976, the Military Junta initiated the ‘Period of Creation’, by a dynamic political and institutional revitalization and re-composition. Plan: eradication of the subversion, re-composition of the inhabitants individual and community relations, actualization in all the social sectors in the fields of ideas and men giving access to the new leading, elaboration and sanction of the legal instruments for revitalizing the institutions, modification of the political habits and process of selection of the leading”. 
Reference: Alonso, M.E. et. al. (2000). La historia de las sociedades: La argentina contemporánea [The history of the societies: The contemporary Argentina], p. 233, España: Aique Grupo Editor (Translation from the Spanish version by the author of this study).

2.2) Testimony of General Reynaldo B. Bignone (1992).
“We fought with the doctrine and the rules in the hands. The theory of revolutionary war had started to become known in the army in the middle of the 1950’s (…) At the end of the 1960’s appeared the rules against the fight of the subversion (…). Those were the internal origin of what is today named the doctrine of national security. The importance is that, due to that alert and the earlier doctrine, the country could confront with efficacy to who were advanced on our way of life and beliefs (…) Periodically surged difficult themes, that touched the sensibility of the prelates: the disappeared (…) The thing that always was mentioned, to give a list of dead, to my judgment would be a tragic mistake. If the State admitted an individual was dead, it meant that they d proof. After there might be questions: Who killed them? Where are the remains? How did you kill them? It does not end there, it was to assume a tremendous responsibility even though they could not have the certainty that the great majority of the disappeared had died (…).”
Reference: Quoted from: Bignone, R. (1992). El último gobierno de facto: La liquidación del proceso. Memoria y testimonio [The last government of facto: The liquidation of the process. Memory and testimony], Buenos Aires: Editorial Planeta. In: Alonso, M.E. et. al. (2000). La historia de las sociedades: La argentina contemporánea [The history of societies: Ccontemporary Argentina], pp. 233-234, España: Aique Grupo Editor.

2.3) Testimony of General Jorge R. Videla.

(Interview gave to Christofer Hitchens, in the La Prensa newspaper, December 18, 1977).
“Argentina is a western and Christian country, not because it is written in Ezeiza Airport; Argentina is western and Christian because of its history. It is for defending this condition of life style that we implanted the fight against who did not accept this life system and would like to impose another one (…) Because of the only fact of thinking different inside our style of life nobody is private of their liberty, but we considered that a weighty criminal attempt against the western and Christian style of life wanted to change for another one that is alien to us, and in this kind of battle not only is the aggressor the one that attempt through a bomb, shooting or kidnapping, but also one who through the field of ideas would like to change our life system by subversive ideas; it means that subvert values, change, values (…) The terrorist is not only considering things like that because of killing with a gun or using a bomb, also because of activating through the contrary ideas to our civilization to other persons”.

Reference: Quoted by: La Prensa newspaper, December 18, 1977 cited by Avellaneda, A. Censura, autoritarismo y cultura: Argentina 1960-1983 [Censorship, authoritarianism and culture: Argentina 1960-1983]. In: Alonso, M.E. et. al. (2000). La historia de las sociedades: La argentina contemporánea [The history of the societies: The contemporary Argentina], pp. 233-234, España: Aique Grupo Editor.




Student 3:

	Testimonies 3: Press.

3.1) Testimony of Rodolfo Walsh (1): Open Letter of a Writer to the Military Junta.

(The present document is the original of the writer’ letter in Spanish with the adjustment of the letter the relatives of the author sent to the U.S. Department of State in date April 1, 1977). Excerpts.

“1. The censorship to the press, the persecution to intellectuals, the transgression of my house, the assassinate of beloved friends and the loose of one of my daughters who die in the battle, are some of the facts that obliged me to this way of clandestine expression after have been freely of opinion as writer and journalist during almost thirty years.

The first anniversary of this Military Junta has motivated a balance of the government action in documents and official discourses where what you named rightness are errors, what you recognize as mistakes are crimes and what you omitted are calamities.

The March 24, 1976 you pulled down a government where you were members, to which discredit you contributed as executors of your repressive politic and which the end was marked by elections convened for nine moths after. In this perspective what you liquidate was not the transitional mandate of Isabel Martinez but the possibility of one democratic process where the people remediate discomfort that you were continuing and were aggravating.  

Illegitimate in the origin, the government you practice could legitimate in the facts recuperating the program in which not coincide in the elections of 1973 the eighty percent of the Argentines and that continue available as objective expression of the voluntary of the people, only possible meaning of this “being national” that you so frequent invocated.

Inverting this way you have restored the current of ideas and interests of defeated minorities that obstacle the development of the productive forces, exploited the people and separate the nation. A similar politic only can be imposed transitionally prohibiting the parties, intervening the syndicates, gagging the press and implanting the most deeply terror that had knew the Argentine society.

2. Fifteen thousand of disappeared, ten thousands prisoners, four thousands death, decennial of thousands of exiles are the naked data of those terror.

Full the common prisons; you created in the principal trimming of the country virtual concentration camps where not enter any judge, lawyer, journalist, international observer. The military secret of the processes, invocated as necessity of the investigation, convert the majority of the detentions in kidnaps that allow the torture without limits and the execution by shooting without judgment. 

  More than seven thousand habeas corpus resources have been answered negatively this last year. In other thousands of cases the vanished of the resource even were not presented because it is known their useless or because it cannot found lawyer who try to present them, after the fifty or sixty that used to do it were at their turn, kidnapped. 

  In this way you had despoiled to the torture of their limit in the time. As the detain that not exist, there is no possibility of present in front of the judge in ten days as note a law which was respect even in the repressive summit of preliminary dictatorships.

  The lack of limit in the time has been completed with the lack of limit in the methods, returning to epochs in which was operated directly on the articulations and the viscera of the victims, now with the surgical and pharmacological auxiliaries that had not got the ancient executioner. The ‘potro’(2), the ‘torno’, the ‘flay of skin’, the ‘sierra’ of the inquisitors reappeared in the testimonies with the ‘picana’, the ‘submarine’, the ‘soplete’ of the contemporary actualizations.

Through successive concessions to the supposition that the goal to exterminate the guerrilla justify the utilized methods, you has arrived to the absolute torture, without time, metaphysic in the size in what the original purpose of obtain information is loose in the confused minds that administered it to cede to the impulse to pound the human substance until broken it and make it loose the dignity that the executioner lost, that you have lost.

3. The negative of that justice to publish the mane of the prisoners is likewise the covered of one systematically execution of hostage in open air places and in early hours with the excuse of planed combats or imaginary tentative of escape (…).

These facts that shake the conscience of the civilized world, are not withstanding which bring the larger suffering has brought to the Argentinian people even though the worst violations of human rights that you incur. In the economic politic of this government might be search not only the explanation of your crimes but the larger atrocity that castigate to millions of human beings with the plan misery (…). Dictated by the International Monetary Fund a recipe that apply indifferently to Zaire or Chile, to Uruguay or Indonesia, the economic politic of this Junta only recognize as benefits the cattle rising oligarchy, the new speculative oligarchy, and a select group of international monopolies headed by the ITT, the ESSO, the automobile companies, the U. S. Steel, the Siemens, that are directly link the minister Martínez de Hoz and all the members of the cabinet (…).

If one overwhelming propaganda, deform reflect of the bad facts do not pretend that this Junta procure the peace, that the general Videla defend the human rights or that the admiral Massera loves the life, still might be solicit to the misters commanders of the three armies that mediate on the abysm that are conducting the country under the illusion of winning a war that, even though killing the last guerrilla men do not do more than start under new ways, because the causes that since more than twenty years move the resistance of the Argentine people will not be disappeared, but aggravate by the memory of the ravage and the revelation of the committed atrocities (…)”.
Notes: 

(1) The day after the clandestine publication of the present letter (March 24, 1977) Rodolfo Walsh had disappeared.

(2) Each of these are names for methods of torture: ‘potro’, ‘torno’, ‘picana’ (electric prod), ‘soplete’.

Reference: Walsh, R. (1977). Carta Abierta de un Escritor a la Junta Militar [Open Letter of a Writer to the Military Junta], http//www.descalificados.com.ar, Retrieved July 20, 2005 from http//foia.state.gov/documents/Argentina/0009EF3.pdf-Microsopf Internet (format). 
3.2) Document from Editorial of Revista Gente.

(People Magazine, June 16, 1977, Editorial):
“Videla for a long time? After a year of government of the Army Forces it may be time for an analysis and a reflection. What kind of country do we want? A country with peace, order, development. Structured on a strong basis, responsible. Outside the totalitarian adventures, popular, demagogic, that so much discomfort has provoked. A democratic country, yes, but where democracy exists for everyone, not only for the winners. For this we might be reeducated. We cannot go to democracy, as other moments. It may be a long epoch of cleanness, of minds, of spirits, ideological (…) In this chaos that we are recently living has cost lots of blood, lots of pain, has left us with lots of deepening injuries. Long illnesses require a period of long recovery. The country, equally. Videla for a long time? The present said no. It is the answer of an equilibrated man, meritorious. A cabal soldier. But the basic objectives of the program of reconstruction –that without doubts the majority of the Argentinians adhered- might be fulfilled. Without urgency and without pauses. In deepening. That is fundamental. If the government has the courage to accept this heavy charge, this will be a tremendous responsibility and they will have to continue until the end without hesitation. Without doubts and wavering. That is to be”. 

Reference: Revista Gente [People Magazine]. Editorial, Buenos Aires: Planeta, June 16, 1977.
3.3) Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize.

(Opinion in Le Monde Diplomatique about the impunity and human rights in Argentina and in the Latin American countries).

“To this might be added the concealment, the systematic refusal from the Argentine government to give to the civil society and to the public the information they have compiled on the disappearance of people. At the same time that the US government restricts access to information in the Latin American countries, they were educating the Latin American Forces in the methods of extermination (…) The kidnapping and the concealment and non-voluntary disappearance of people, among other violations, are crimes against humanity that none prescribed in the time, because the body of the disappeared persons does not appear, being a crime of continues execution”.
Reference: Le Monde Diplomatique, Pérez Esquivel, A., Propuestas frente a la impunidad [Proposal in front of impunity], France: January 1997. (Translation from the Spanish version by the author of the present paper). 




Student 4:

	Testimonies 4: Democratic governments.

4.1.) Resume of Raúl R. Alfonsín Government (1983-1989).

· During the period of military rule (1976-1983) in Argentina thousands of people were abducted by the security forces and “disappeared”. The National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons [Comisión Nacional sobre la Desaparición de Personas] (CONADEP), appointed in 1983 by the new civilian government, listed 340 secret detention centers and recorded 8,960 cases of “disappearances” warning that the true figure might be higher. Cases of pregnant women who gave birth in secret detention centers were also included in the CONADEP report. Their babies were taken away and given to childless couples connected to the armed forces or police to raise as their own. 
. Laws of pardon and forgiveness.

4.2.) Resume of Carlos S. Menem Governments (1989-1999).

· Two indults to the military junta and guerrilla members.

4.3). Resume of Néstor Kirchner Government (2003-cont.).

· New evidence of the systematic involvement of the armed forces in human rights violations during the military government has continued to emerge.
· Laws of Amnesty of the ‘pardon laws’: declaration of the laws ‘Final Point’ and ‘Due Obedience’ as unconstitutional.
References: 

4. Alonso, M. E. et al. (2003). Ciencias Sociales 9 [Social Sciences 9], pp. 141-171, Buenos Aires: Aique Grupo Editor (translation from Spanish into English by the author of the present study).

5. Argentina’s National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons (CONADEP). (1986). Nunca mas [Never More], London; Boston: Faber and Faber. 
6. Argentina Forensic Anthropology Team –EAAF- Comunicado del EAAF: Identificaron los restos de la fundadora de Madres de Plaza de Mayo [Communiqué of EAAF: Identification of the remains of the founder of Mothers of Plaza de Mayo], http://www.adiuc.org/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=380, 8 July 2005, 18:04 PM.



Student 5:

	Testimonies 5: International Organizations.

5.1) Amnesty International.

“Article 20.3 of the United Nations Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances establishes that: "The abduction of children of parents subjected to enforced disappearances or of children born during their mother’s enforced disappearance, and the act of altering or suppressing documents attesting to their true identity, shall constitute an extremely serious offence, which shall be punished as such” ”.

Reference: Amnesty International, Argentina: Investigation into “disappearances” - a step towards settling outstanding debt from “Dirty War”, 11 June 1998. Retrieved July 2005 from http://www.amnestyinternational.org.
5.2) Argentina’s political prisoners’ situation.

(Document of the U.S. Department of State, Argentina Project, Release, 9 November 1977).
“(…) Relatives and friends of political prisoners and of disappeared people, in close cooperation with human rights, religious and trade union committee, have organized a loose but far reaching support network with roots in every major urban area, factory, and community in the country. Despite the repression it has had to confront, this network has maintained relatively effective lines of communication with international human rights organizations. Recent events indicate that this network may involve tens of thousands of people around the country. The government has responded by intensifying the persecution of those involved in political prisoner defense work. Thus, friends and relatives have been arrested, tortured and in some cases disappeared themselves; most recently visiting rights have been curtailed or eliminated in the official prisons and prisoners are once again being transferred frantically from prison to prison. (…) The view that has prevailed until now perceives the problem as a predominantly military question. Thus it favors the physical liquidation of all those connected to the subversive organizations, and justifies torture and brutalization of prisoners in the name of intelligence gathering needs. This view opposes the publication of the list of detainees which it considers a “military secret” (…) while disclosure would greatly contribute to improving the government’s internal and international image. (…) Prison population estimates (these figures include prisoners known to have been detained and known to be held alive, as well as others commonly referred to as “disappeared persons” Some of the “disappeared are presumed dead and would be included in the 6,000 figure under B. The sources for these estimates are based on an average of figures given by Amnesty International, the International Commission of Jurists, The Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, Argentine Government sources, and other human rights organizations in Argentina (Argentine Commission for Human Rights, Movimiento Ecuménico por los Derechos Humanos, Argentine League for Human Rights and others): Intellectuals, former government officials, trade union activists, rank and file workers, marginally related (individuals indirectly connected to members of subversive groups), members of left wing political parties not accused of subversion, active members of subversive organizations, leading activist of the subversive organizations, mistakes, common law prisoners”.

Reference: U.S. Department of State: Argentina Project (S200000044). Document Release: Argentina’s Political Prisoners Situation, 9 November 1977. Retrieved July 2005 from http://www.descalificados.com.ar



Students’ handout 3:

Activity:

1) Take notes during your class group members’ presentations. 

	1. Association of Mothers of Plaza de Mayo.

2. Military junta.

3. Press.

4. Democratic government.

5. International organizations.




Students’ handout 4:

1) Re-writing of the information provided by the documents from the point of view of: 

A) A mother of a person who has disappeared. 

B) The press.
	Date:  /  /                                                         Name:_____________

                                                                Course:______________

A) A Mother’s point of view:




	Date:  /  /                                                         Name:_____________

                                                                Course: ______________                                     

B) Th press viewpoint:



	Student’s handout 5: Debate.

Handout 5                                                           Name:___________                                                  　             Course:___________

Activity: Write the conclusions of the debate.


Student’s handout 6: Essay.

	Handout 6. Essay.                                                    Name:_____________ Course:_________

Activity: Write your own production, narrating the conclusion concerning the construction of national identity by the recent collective memory.
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